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Purpose: 
To seek approval to consult on a Biodiversity Net Gain Supplementary Planning 
Document – setting out the Council’s approach to securing and implementing 
Biodiversity Net Gain in line with policy NE2 in the emerging Fareham Borough Local 
Plan 2037. 
  
Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) is a relatively new concept for development proposals 
that aims to leave the natural environment in a measurably better state then it was 
before the development took place.  
  
The concept first appeared in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) in 
2012 and has been included and strengthened within subsequent reviews.  The 
emerging Fareham Local Plan 2037, which is reaching the end of the examination 
process and will soon be before the Council for adoption, contains Policy NE2 
Biodiversity Net Gain with which states that ‘development of one or more dwellings 
or a new commercial/leisure building should provide at least 10% net gains for 
biodiversity from the existing baseline value of the site. 
  
The Biodiversity Net Gain SPD will provide supplementary planning guidance to 
developers, planning applicants and borough residents as to how the Council will 
implement policy NE2 with regards to relevant planning applications in Fareham.  
  
The document sets out the core concepts of BNG and the associated ‘Biodiversity 
Metrics’ and provides additional details as to the steps applicants need to take to 
submit the correct information alongside their planning applications.  It also provides 
guidance on meeting the BNG requirements, and possible solutions when 
encountering issues in achieving BNG.  
 



 

 
 

Options Considered: 
The comments of the Planning & Development Scrutiny Panel were taken into 
account in considering this item. 
  
As recommendation.  
 

 

Decision: 
RESOLVED that the Executive: 
  

(a)  approves the Draft Biodiversity Net Gain Supplementary Planning Document, 
as set out at Appendix A to the report, for public consultation; and 
  

(b)  delegates authority to the Director of Planning and Regeneration, following 
consultation with the Executive Member for Planning and Development, to 
make any minor amendments to the document following consideration by the 
Executive, prior to the consultation. 

 

 

Reason: 
To consult on a Biodiversity Net Gain SPD which sets out the approach taken to 
BNG in the Borough. 
 

 

Confirmed as a true record: 
Councillor SDT Woodward (Executive Leader) 
 
 
 
Monday, 3 April 2023 

 




